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Secular Franciscan Herald 

THOUGHTS FROM OUR MINISTER… 
 

Spring is in the air, the birds are singing, grass is green, and May is already here. 
 May is also known as the month of Mary, so I found the following article on Mary through the 
Franciscan Spirit.  (Looked up apocryphal Protoevangelium; what I understand it is a story that 
James has given, with no authenticity but believed to be true. If I am wrong, please correct me.) 

The Story of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth since at least the sixth century. A September birth was 
chosen because the Eastern Church begins its Church year with September. The September 8 date 
helped determine the date for the feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8. 

Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s birth. However, the apocryphal Protoevangelium of 
James fills in the gap. This work has no historical value, but it does reflect the development of 
Christian piety. According to this account, Anna and Joachim are infertile but pray for a child. They 
receive the promise of a child who will advance God’s plan of salvation for the world. Such a story, 
like many biblical counterparts, stresses the special presence of God in Mary’s life from the 
beginning. 

Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving work. He tells the earth to rejoice and 
shine forth in the light of her birth. “She is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the precious 
lily of the valley. Through her birth the nature inherited from our first parents is changed.” The 
opening prayer at Mass speaks of the birth of Mary’s Son as the dawn of our salvation, and asks for 
an increase of peace. 

Reflection 

We can see every human birth as a call for new hope in the world. The love of two human beings 
has joined with God in his creative work. The loving parents have shown hope in a world filled with 
trouble and pain. The child has the potential to be a channel of God’s love and peace to the world. 

This is all true in a magnificent way in Mary. If Jesus is the perfect expression of God’s love, Mary is 
the foreshadowing of that love. If Jesus has brought the fullness of salvation, Mary is its dawning. 

Birthday celebrations bring happiness to the celebrant as well as to family and friends. Next to the 
birth of Jesus, Mary’s birth offers the greatest possible happiness to the world. Each time we 
celebrate her birth, we can confidently hope for an increase of peace in our hearts and in the world 
at large.   

Be sure to pray the rosary, for Mary and the angels join us and make the prayers even more 
spectacular.  Janice Rybaski OFS, minister 
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 Calendar of Events 
May-Month of the Holy Virgin Mary 
1st-Feast of St Joseph the Worker 
3rd-Sts Philip & James, Apostles 
8th-Feast of Mary, Mediatrix of all Graces 
10th-MONTHLY GATHERING-6 PM-OUR LADY 
OF LOURDES CHURCH BASEMENT  
10th-St Isidore the Farmer, died 1130 
11th-profession anniversary-Rita Vosen 
13th-profession anniversary-Janet Berendt, 
Patty Commerford, Collette Peterson 
Feast of Our Lady of Fatima 
14th-St Matthias, Apostle 
20th-St Bernardine of Siena, Priest, Franciscan 
First Order, died 1444 
21st-St Crispin of Viterbo, Capuchin Brother, 
died 1750 
22nd-St Rita of Cascia, Augustinian, died 1457 
26th-The Ascension of the Lord 
30th-St Joan of Arc, Virgin, Franciscan Third 
Order Secular, died 1431 
30th-Memorial Day 
31st-Feast of the Queenship of Mary 
June-Month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
5th-St Boniface, Bishop, Martyr, died 754 
Pentecost Sunday 
12th-Feast of the Most Holy Trinity 
Profession anniversary-Leona Mattock 
13th-St Anthony of Padua, Priest, Franciscan 
First Order, died 1231 
14th-MONTHLY GATHERING-6 PM-OUR LADY 
OF LOURDES CHURCH BASEMENT  
19th-Feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ (Corpus Christi) 
22nd-St Thomas More, Martyr, Franciscan Third 
Order Secular, died 1943 
243rd-Birth of St John the Baptist 
24th-Feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
25th-Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
29th-Sts Peter and Paul-Holy Day of Obligation 
 

Secular Franciscan Gathering –  
Our Lady of Lourdes Church basement 6:00 PM 

April 12, 2022-members present: Janice Rybaski, 
Char VanRisseghem, David Czech, Kathy Hoffman 
Tax.  Absent: Janet Berendt, Patty Commerford, Rita 
Vosen, Sue Zenzen. 
   Opening prayers from the Ritual by Jan Rybaski.  
Secretary’s report was read and approved.  
Treasurer’s report $1212.95 in checking.  There will 
not be a Spring Retreat at the Convent this year.  The 
Annual Meeting at Buffalo will be June 3-5, 2022.  
The cost is $176.00 per person for 2 nights, with 2 
people assigned per room, registration should be in 
by May 14th.  The meeting was closed with prayers 
from the Ritual at 6:30 so members could begin work 
on our “30 for 30” project. 
Submitted by Kathy Hoffman Tax, vice-minister 
 

                 
 

Heavenly Father, pour out Your grace on the 
Priests You have made. Let them remember that 
in performing their tasks that they are never 
alone. Relying on Your Almighty power and 
believing in Christ who called them to share in 
His priesthood, may they devote themselves to 
their ministry with complete trust. Strengthen 
them with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and help 
them to serve their subjects. Through them, may 
Your Word be truly proclaimed, and may Your 
Sacraments, especially the Eucharist be faithfully 
administered and devoutly received. Amen.  

Please remember to pray for our priests!         

St. Anthony of Padua (1195 – 1231) is the 

patron saint of lost and stolen articles. St 

Anthony was a Franciscan, meaning he 

followed the order of St. Francis of Assisi. His 

feast day is on the 13th of June, and he was 

canonized by Pope Gregory IX in 1231. The 

Pope called him “The ark of the covenant.” 

https://catholicreadings.org/st-anthony-of-padua/
https://catholicreadings.org/saint-francis-of-assisi/

